
Withdrawal & the Return of Title IV 
Funds 

 
 

Definitions: 
Withdrawal: The Office of Financial Aid defines a “withdrawal” as when a student ceases to be 
enrolled prior to the end of a payment period or period of enrollment. This does not apply to a 
student who reduces his or her course load from, for example, 12 to 9 credit hours. In this 
example a student’s action would represent a change in enrollment status and not a 
“withdrawal.” 

 
Title IV Funds:  These are funds granted from the Department of Education.  A student who 
wishes to receive Title IV funds must complete a Free Application for Federal Student Aid, 
(FAFSA), and turn in all requested documents before receiving funds. Students who desire to 
receive this aid may see the links below. Examples of Title IV Funds: 

 
Title IV Grant Programs 

 
1. Pell Grant. 
2. Academic Competitive Grant. 
3. Federal Supplemental Education Opportunity Grant. 

 
Title IV Loan Programs 

 
1. Unsubsidized FFEL Stafford Loan. 
2. Subsidized FFEL Stafford Loan. 
3. FFEL (Graduate Student). 
4. FFEL PLUS (Parent) 

 
Title IV Recipient:  A recipient of grant or loan assistance is a student who has actually received 
Title IV funds or has met the conditions that entitled the student to a late disbursement. 

 
• Conditions for a late disbursement 

A student must be considered for a late disbursement as long as the Department has 
processed a SAR/ISIR with an official EFC before the student became ineligible. 
Therefore, a school must review its records to see if a student who did not receive a 
disbursement of FSA funds before becoming ineligible is eligible for a late disbursement. 



 

Conditions and Limitations on Late Disbursements 
These Conditions Must Be Met Before a Student Loses 
Eligibility in Order for the Student to Receive a Late 

Disbursement 
Program  

Pell 
Grant* 

For all Programs, the Department processed a SAR/ISIR with 
an Official EFC. 

No additional 
requirements. 

FSEOG Same as above. Student is awarded a 
grant. 

FFEL Same as above. A loan application is 
certified. 

These Additional Limitations Must Be Satisfied Before a 
School May Make a Late Disbursement** 

Program  

Pell 
Grant* Sch. received a valid SAR/ISIR by the date established by ED 

FSEOG No additional limitations. 
 
 
FFEL 

1 For a first-time, first-year borrower, student completed 30 days of the program. 
 
2 For a second disbursement, student graduated or completed the period for which the loan 
was intended. 

* Within this chart, ‘Pell Grant’ includes ACG and National SMART Grants. 
 

** For all programs, unless approved by ED, the late disbursement is made no later than 180 
days after the date of the institution’s determination that the student withdrew. Or, for a student 
who did not withdraw, 180 days after the student became ineligible. 



Withdrawal Procedure 
Withdrawal Policy for a Student who provides Notification 

 

1) A student will begin the withdrawal procedure by contacting the Office of the Registrar at 
726-7353 or by coming to the Office which is located on the first floor of Cunningham Hall. 

 
2) The Registrar’s Office will notify the campus via email of the effective date of a 
student’s withdrawal. 

 
3) Faculty and Staff providing direct services to students cease services to students effective on 
the withdrawal date. (This includes, but is not limited to the Dormitories, Cafeteria, Academic 
Services, Student Employment, Student Services Office, Financial Aid and Charges on a 
student's account.) 

 

 

Determining a Student's Withdrawal Date 
 

Withdrawal 
Type 

 
 

Circumstance 

 
Student's 

Withdrawal Date* 

Date of the Institutions 
Determination that the 
Student has with drawn 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Official 
Notification 

The student begins the 
school's official 
withdrawal process, or 
 
The student otherwise 
provides official 
notification to the school 
of intent to withdrawal 

The student begins the 
school's official 
withdrawal process, or 
 
The date that the 
student otherwise 
provides the 
notification. 
 
(If both circumstances 
occur, use the earlier 
withdrawal date.) 

The student's withdrawal date, 
or the date of notification, 
whichever is later. 

 

 
 
 
Official 
Notification Not 
Provided 

Official notification not 
provided by the student 
because 
 
Of circumstances 
beyond the student’s 
control. 
 
All other instances 

The date that the 
school determines is 
related to the 
 
Circumstance beyond 
the student’s control. 
 
The midpoint of the 
payment period or 

The date that the school 
becomes aware that the 
student has ceased. ** 



 

 where student withdraws 
without providing 
official notification. 

period of enrollment, 
as applicable. 

 

Withdrawal 
After Rescission 
of Official 
Notification 

The student withdrawals 
after rescinding a 
previous official 
notification of 
withdrawal. 

The student's original 
withdrawal date from 
the previous official 
notification. 

The date the school becomes 
aware that the student did not, 
or will not, complete the 
payment period of period of 
enrollment. 

* In place of the dates listed, a school may always use as a student’s withdrawal date the 
student’s last date of attendance at an academically related activity if the school documents that 
the activity is academically related and that the student attended the activity. 

 
**  For a student who withdraws without providing notification to the school, the school must 
determine the withdrawal date no later than 30 days after the end of the earliest of the (1) 
payment period or period of enrollment (as appropriate), (2) academic year, or (3) educational 
program. 

 
Withdrawal Policy for a Student who fails to provide Notification. 
The Office of Financial Aid is unable to retroactively withdraw students who have failed to 
provide notification to the Office of Financial Aid.  Students who withdraw without providing 
notification to the school, the school must determine the withdrawal date no later than 30 days 
after the end of the earlier of: 

 
1. The payment period or the period of enrollment (as applicable), 
2. The academic year, or 
3. The student’s educational program. 



How to earn Title IV Aid 
After the 60% point in the payment period or period of enrollment, a student has earned 100% of 
the Title IV funds, (see below), he or she was scheduled to receive during the period. For a 
student who withdraws after the 60% point in time, there are no unearned funds. (For the date of 
the 60% points in time please see “Deadlines and Events.”) 

 
If a recipient of Title IV grant or loan funds withdraws from a school after beginning attendance, 
the amount of Title IV grant or loan assistance earned by the student must be determined. If the 
amount disbursed to the student is greater than the amount the student earned, unearned funds 
must be returned. If the amount disbursed to the student is less than the amount the student 
earned, and for which the student is otherwise eligible, he or she is eligible to receive a post- 
withdrawal disbursement of the earned aid that was not received. 
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